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!s,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Something  tells  me  that  our  Washington  correspondent  must  "be  expecting  a  very 
"ostantial  remembrance  from  Santa  Glaus  this  year.     The  reason  I  think  so  is  that 
th  only  7  days  to  go  before  Christmas,  she  writes  about  electric  wash ing  iiachine s. 
e's  been  gathering  the  latest  points  on  choosing  washing  machines,  from  Lenore 
,ter,  of  the  Bureau  of  Homo  Economics.     Here's  her  letter. 

She  says:     "The  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  cannot  tell  you  the  best  make  of 
shing  machine  to  buy,  or  even  the  best  type .     But  they  can  toll  yo\i  about  the 
[ifferent  types,  and  point  out  some  of  the  new  features  that  save  labor  or  prevent 
icidents.    You  will  find  those  features  on  many  brands. 

"Lenore  Sater  is  in  charge  of  the  household  ei.juipraent  section  of  the  bureau. 
Iho  says  that  tests  indicate  triat  there  is  very  little  difference  in  the  washing 
ability  of  different  types  of  machines.     Some  people  like  gyrators,  and  some  like 
vacuum  cups.     Others  prefer  the  cylinder  tjrpe .     It's  a  matter  of  personal  preference, 
or  the  kind  the  dealer  has  in  stock.     There  may  be  Just  as  much  difference  between 
gyrators  made  by  different  manufacturers  as  between  gyrators  and  either  of  the  other 
two  types-  Vacuum  cups  or  cylinders. 

"One  thing  Miss  Sater  did  say,  however,  was  that  violent  v/ater  action  in  a 
..o.chine  h?s  its  disadvantages.    Heavj'  churning  and  driving  the  water  through  fabrics 
•iiay  get  the  -irt  out  faster,  but  it's  also  harder  on  the  clothes.    Housewives  used 
to  watch  the  time  the  clothes  staj'^ed  in  the  machine,  because  every  extra  minute  ran 
up  the  electric  bill.     But  current  is  much  cheaper  in  most  places  at  present  than  it 
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used  to  "be,  and  washing  machines  use  very  little  current  in  comj^jarison  with  other 
electric  equipment. 

"The  average  washing  machine  has  a  one-quarter  horsepower  motor.     This  motor 
uses  ahout  250  v;atts  an  hour.     If  you  use  your  machine  for  two  hours  a  week,  and 
your  current  costs  4  cents  a  kilowatt  hour,  9  cents  a  month  or  ahout  a  dollar  and 
five  cents  will  pay  for  running  your  washing  machine.     So  the  operating  cost  isn't 
anything  to  worry  about.    A  machine  that  washes  gently  and  steadily  will  be  easier 
on  the  clothes,  even  if  it  takes  a  little  longer. 

i "Another  point,-  if  there  are  several  tubs  of  clothes,  a  woman  who  is  a  good 
anager  will  be  able  to  wring  and  hang  out  the  first  tubful  while  the  second  lot  is 
n  the  machine,  and  so  on,  if  she  doesn't  have  to  concern  herself  about  a  few  min- 
utes more  or  less  for  the  batch  that's  being  washed. 

"Miss  Sater  says  the  first  thing  she  looks  for  in  a  washing  machine  is  the 
type  of  drain.    Most  of  the  newer  machines  have  a  permanently  connected  hose  attached 
to  the  drain.     No  more  stooping  to  unscrev/  and  screw  up  a  drain  cock.     No  more  mop- 
ping up  the  floor  because  you  forgot  to  close  the  drain,     l^ith  the  hose  you  can  send 
the  used  \.'ater  do-v.-n  the  floor  drain  if  there  is  one,  or  empty  it  into  a  bucket.  When 
the  hose  is  not  in  use  it  hooks  over  the  side  of  the  tub  of  the  machine. 

"Some  machines  have  a  draining  device  that  is  still  more  convenient.  That's 
a  pump  to  pump  the  v/ater  out.     Many  of  the  more  expensive  machines  have  these  pumps 
as  standard  equipment,  but  they  can  usually  be  put  on  any  machine  for  5  or  10  dollars 
extra. 

"The  second  thing  Miss  Sr,.ter  wants  in  any  washing  machine  she  buys  is  a  switch 
to  control  the  motor.    And  she  wants  all  controls  up,  toward  the  top  of  the  machine, 
conveniently  reached.     Take  tlie  pressure  controls  on  the  wringer.     On  older  machines 
there  used  to  be  a  turn-screw  at  each  end  of  the  rollers  to  adjust  the  pressure. 
New  machines  either  have  automatic  control  of  the  pressure  on  the  rolls  or  just  one 
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scrcTT.     And  of  course  there  should  "be  a  'nechanic  1  release  for  the  pre-oSixre  control 
r  the  rollers,   in  cast-  the  operator's  l-and  is  caUf?;ht  o.->tv,'een  them.     Some  machines 
now  operate  th--   release  autoiaat ically .     V/henever  the  pressure  between  th<c   rolls  is 
too  groat,  tho  control  springs  open.    And  some  ir.achini'S  have  a  safety  feed  device 

fat  keeos  the   fingers  from  coming  in  contact  v.'ith  the  rolls. 
"Sp-.-'aking  of  cc.itrols,  most  of  the  nev;  machines  have  an  automatically  revers- 
g  drainboard  on  the-  v/ringer.     I'orm.erly  you  had  to  r^'me^-iber  to  reverse  the  drain- 
board  by  hand  i;j"ienevcr  you  ran  the  clotiies  through  in  a  different  direction.     If  you 
didn't,  thu  \7at0r  would  run  all  over  the  floor  instead  of  back  into  the  washing  ma- 
cliine  Or  rinsing  tub. 

"But  .viiss  Sater  says  many  women  prefer  a  i  lacrdne  \;ith  a  centrifugal  dryer  to 
one  with  a  wringer  of  anv  kind.     In  tlie  first  place,  th.:   centrifugal  dryers  or 
'spinner-uxtractors '  ,  as  th^.y  art;  often  cnllod,  a, re  safe .     All  rot-ating  parts  are  en- 
closed and  most  of  them  have  a  .lechajiicai  device  tUr.t  ruxkes  it  imoOosible  to  take  the 
cover  off  until  thv  dryer  or  extractor  stops  spinning.     So  -jr^x  can't  yet  your  hands 
eaught . 

"These  centrifugal  dryers  never  tvar  the  fabrics  or  pnp  off  buttons,   or  put 
crepses  in  clothes  tl:-it  are  hard  t-^  iron  out.     They  just  v/hirl  the  clothes  3. roiind  un- 
til the  moisture  is  all  flung  out  thr'^'Ugh  holes  in  th-j  sides  of  the  extractor  cylin- 
der.    Tlie  cl'"thes  come  out  doxip-drj",  either  ready  to  be  ironed  or  nearl:/  dry  for 
hanging  out.     Spinner  dryers  make  blankets  nice  and  fluffy. 

"The  chief  disadvantage  of  this  excellent  labor-saving  pjid  safety  device  is 
th'-t  it  costs  more  t/.an  a  wringer.    But  many  folks  think  thcat  it  is  worth  the  differ- 
ence .  " 

WitlL  that  our  Vfeshdngt on  correspondent  stops  her  report  on  was/.ing  /iachines. 

But  before  we  close,  let's  s"am  up  the  main  points  brought  out  by  our  reporter.  Here 
" -  ey  are:  wlien  you  go  shopping  for  an  electric  washing  machine,  look  at  the  type  of 
irain.1  the  location  and  kind  of  contrcls.  oxid.  consider  the  centrifugal  dryer  as  well 
?.s  the  wrin.^ur  type. 
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